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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Claims 1 -24 are pending and claims 1,11, and 1 6 are amended. 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 7-10, filed 02/13/2009, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-24 under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) have been fully considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hunter et al (20030061607) (hereinafter Hunter) in view of Tarn et al (20030068043) 
(hereinafter Tarn). 

As per claim 1, Hunter discloses "A method of watermarking digital media data 
at a user device comprising" as (on page 3, paragraph 0041, watermarking at set top 
box ) the steps of: 

"receiving encrypted digital media data; decrypting the digital media data into decrypted 
data; decoding the decrypted data into uncompressed data; 
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a user device specific indicator, said digital media data content related 
information selected from a group consisting of said uncompressed data, an audio 
portion of said uncompressed data, and a video portion of said uncompressed-data, 
such that said watermark signal exhibits a relatively changed characteristic pattern over 
at least a segment of the uncompressed data into which the watermark signal is 
embedded: and embedding the watermark signal into the uncompressed data" as ( on 
page 3, paragraph 0041 and 0166 and FIG 1 , Set Top Box decode the content in 
uncompressed data and on page 13, paragraph 0167, watermark is generated by a 
media content player(e.g. set top box), with or without a networked server, during 
playback. Thus, the watermark may be generated in real time each time a movie is 
played and paragraph 0172, a player or set top box may be programmed to generate a 
unique transactional identification code for use in a watermark. The code may include a 
set top box identification code), but Hunter fails to disclose "generating a watermark 
signal comprising a digital media data content-related information ". 

However, Tarn disclose "generating a watermark signal comprising a digital 
media data content-related information" as (on page 3, paragraph 0049, watermark is 
generated by adding copyright, license and user information). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Hunter with those of Tarn in order to develop a composite 
watermark including content information, thereby improving copyright protection in 
digital content. 
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As per claim 2, Hunter in view of Tarn disclose " wherein the digital media 
content-related information is derived from information contained in copyright license 
data corresponding to the digital media data" as ( Tarn, on page 3, paragraph 0049, 
content-related information is license ). 

As per claim 3, Hunter in view of Tarn disclose "wherein the copyright license 
data includes information that is used to control playback of the digital media data 
content" as (Tarn, on page 3, [0049-0051 , restricted section for playback). 

As per claim 4, Hunter in view of Tarn disclose "wherein the user device specific 
indicator includes the user device's unique identification data" as (Hunter on page 14, 
paragraph 0172, set top box identification code for use in watermark). 

As per claim 5, Hunter in view of Tarn disclose "wherein the watermark signal 
further includes information on the identity of the digital media data content owner" as ( 
Tarn, on page 3, paragraph 0049, user information includes in watermark ). 

As per claim 6, Hunter in view of Tarn "wherein the digital media data content- 
related information includes the digital media data content subscriber information" as 
(Tarn, on page 3, paragraph 0049, content owner includes in watermark ). 

As per claim 7, Hunter in view of Tarn "wherein the digital media data content- 
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related information includes the expiration date of the copyright license" as (Tarn, on 
page 3, paragraph 0049, copyright is added in watermark). 

As per claim 8, Hunter in view of Tarn "wherein the digital media data content- 
related information includes information on distribution rights of the copyright license" as 
(Tarn, on page 3, paragraph 0049, license is added in watermark ). 

As per claim 9, Hunter in view of Tarn "wherein the digital media data content- 
related information includes information on the geographical limitations on the copyright 
license" as (Hunter, on page 3, paragraph 0041, and Fig 1 [104], content data includes 
consumer locations will view the distributed content on a television receiver using a 
device). 

As per claim 10, Hunter in view of Tarn "wherein the digital media data is 
multimedia data" as (Hunter, on page 3, paragraph 0044 and paragraph 0041, Movies, 
Music and education content). 

As per claim 11, this claim is directed to a user device and contains limitations 
that are substantially similar to those recited in claim 1 above, and accordingly is 
rejected for similar reasons. 

As per claim 12, this claim is directed to a user device and contains limitations 
that are substantially similar to those recited in claim 10 above, and accordingly is 
rejected for similar reasons. 
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As per claim 13, this claim is directed to a user device and contains limitations 
that are substantially similar to those recited in claim 2 above, and accordingly is 
rejected for similar reasons. 

As per claim 14, this claim is directed to a user device and contains limitations 
that are substantially similar to those recited in claim 3 above, and accordingly is 
rejected for similar reasons. 

As per claim 15, this claim is directed to a user device and contains limitations 
that are substantially similar to those recited in claim 6 above, and accordingly is 
rejected for similar reasons. 



5. Claims 16-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hunter et al (20030061607) (hereinafter Hunter) in view of Tarn et al (20030068043) 
(hereinafter Tarn) and further in view of Zhao (Applying Digital Watermarking 
Techniques to online Multimedia Commerce)(hereinafter Zhao). 

As per claim 16, Hunter disclose "A method of enforcing a digital media data 
content's copyright license" as (on page 3, paragraph 0041 , watermarking at set top box 
), comprising: 

"receiving a digital media data content at a user device; decrypting the digital media 
data content into decrypted data in the user device; decoding the decrypted data into 
uncompressed data in the user device; receiving a copyright license data in the user 
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device; extracting at least one digital media data content-related information from the 
copyright license data; a user device specific indicator, said digital media data content 
related information also including information selected from a group consisting of said 
uncompressed data, an audio portion of said uncompressed data, and a video portion of 
said uncompressed data, sugh that said watermark sig nal exhibits a relatively 
chan.ged characteristic pattern over at least a segment of 

the uncompressed data into which the watermark signal is embedded; embedding the 
watermark signal into the uncompressed data" as ( on page 3, paragraph 0041 and 
0166 and FIG 1 , Set Top Box decode the content in uncompressed data and on page 
13, paragraph 0167, watermark is generated by a media content player(e.g. set top 
box), with or without a networked server, during playback. Thus, the watermark may be 
generated in real time each time a movie is played and paragraph 0172, a player or set 
top box may be programmed to generate a unique transactional identification code for 
use in a watermark. The code may include a set top box identification code and on page 
10, paragraph 01 19, As a response to the request, system operator may provide an 
authorizing license for a particular title ); But Hunter fails to disclose "generating a 
watermark signal comprising the at least one digital media 

content-related information and identifying the watermark signal in a suspect copy of the 
digital media data content; and determining whether the suspect copy of the digital 
media data content was distributed according to the copyright license data". 
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However, Tarn disclose "generating a watermark signal comprising the at least 
one digital media content-related information" as ( on page 3, paragraph 0049, 
watermark is generated by adding copyright, license and user information). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Hunter with those of Tarn in order to develop a composite 
watermark including content information, thereby improving copyright protection in 
digital content. 

Further more, Zhao disclose "identifying the watermark signal in a suspect copy 
of the digital media data content; and determining whether the suspect copy of the 
digital media data content was distributed according to the copyright license data" as 
(section 3.1, lines 17-22, watermark monitor is detected to detect the owner-watermark, 
it produces reports to identify who is using the images that are owned by a specific 
entity. By comparing the reports with licensing records, copyright infringements can be 
easily found). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Hunter in view of Tarn with those of Zhao in order to develop 
a composite watermark including watermark monitor, thereby providing an efficient 
protection to illegally copy digital content. 



As per claim 17, Hunter in view of Tarn in view of Zhao "wherein the digital 
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media data is multimedia data" as (Hunter, on page 3, paragraph 0044, Movies, Music 
and education content). 

As per claim 18, Hunter in view of Tarn in view of Zhao "wherein the digital 
media data content- related information is derived from information contained in a 
copyright license data corresponding to the digital media data" as (Tarn, on page 3, 
paragraph 0049, content-related information is license). 

As per claim 19, Hunter in view of Tarn in view of Zhao "wherein the digital 
media data content- related information includes digital media data content subscriber 
information" as (Tarn, on page 3, paragraph 0049, content owner includes in watermark 
)■ 

As per claim 20, Hunter in view of Tarn in view of Zhao "wherein the digital 
media data content- related information includes information that is used to control 
playback of the digital media data content" as Tarn, on page 3, [0049-0051, restricted 
section for playback). 

As per claim 21 , Hunter in view of Tarn in view of Zhao "wherein the user 
device specific indicator includes the user device's unique identification data" as (Hunter 
on page 14, paragraph 0172, set top box identification code for use in watermark). 

As per claim 22, Hunter in view of Tarn in view of Zhao "wherein the digital 
media data content- related information includes the expiration date of the copyright 
license" as (Tarn, on page 3, paragraph 0049, copyright is added in watermark). 

As per claim 23, Hunter in view of Tarn in view of Zhao "wherein the digital 
media data content- related information includes information on the distribution rights of 
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the copyright license" as (Tarn, on page 3, paragraph 0049, license is added in 
watermark ). 

As per claim 24, Hunter in view of Tarn in view of Zhao "wherein the digital 
media data content- related information includes information on the geographical 
limitations on the copyright license" as(Hunter, on page 3, paragraph 0041, and Fig 1 
[104], content data includes consumer locations will view the distributed content on a 
television receiver using a device ). 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abu Sholeman whose telephone number is (571)270- 
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7314. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 7:30 AM - 
5:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571)272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



April 12, 2009 Abu Sholeman 

Examiner 
Art unit 2437 



/Emmanuel L. Moise/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2437 
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